Macintosh Main

Washburn Library

5244 Lyndale Avenue S.
“Sandy Foderick UGC”

Mike Carlson, 377-6553
Fourth Dimension SIG
Ceridian/Health Partners

8100 34th Ave. S., Bloomington
Bob Demeules, 559-1124

Board of Directors
mini‘app’les members welcome,
Seward School,

2318 29th Ave. S., Minneapolis
Eric Jacobson, 603-9111
ClarisWorks SIG

Southdale Library

7001 York Avenue South, Edina
Denis Diekhoff, 920-2437

Apple Il Novice SIG

Ramsey County Library

2180 Hamline Ave No., Roseville
Tom Gates, 789-6981

Telecommunications SIG
Epiphany Lutheran Church
1414 E 48th Street South
“Modem Installation”

Bert Persson, 861-9578

DRAGnet
840 12th Avenue NE

(Mac/Apple II)"

“Help test/sort equipment

Digital Imaging SIG

St. Paul Stamp Works

87 Empire Drive, St. Paul
Denis Diekhoff, 920-2437

Tom Gates, 789-6981

Macintosh Consultants SIG
Box Suite

Louisiana Ave & Cedar Lake Rd
St. Louis Park

Mike Carlson, 377-6553

Apple I/GS Main
Augsburg Park Library,
7100 Nicollet Ave., Richfield
Tom Gates, 789-6981

Quicken SIG

2850 Metro Drive, Rm 124
Bloomington

Ross Held, 835-3704

DRAGnet

840 12th Avenue NE
“Help test/sort equipment
(Mac/Apple II)"

Tom Gates, 789-6981

Macintosh Novice SIG
Merriam Park Library

1831 Marshall Avenue, St. Paul
Tom Lufkin, 698-6523

Mac Programmers SIG

Van Cleve Park Building

901 15th Ave SE, Minneapolis
Gervaise Kimm, 379-1836

Filemaker Pro SIG

Partners

1410 Energy Park Dr #5, St Paul
Steve Wilmes, 458-1513

Picnic

Minnehaha Park

By the Picnic Pavilion

Bring your own Food/Potluck
Dessert

Microsoft Word SIG

No Meetings during summer
Tom Ostertag

D 951-5520 E 488-9979

Photoshop SIG

No meeting this month
Will alternate with
Digital Imaging SIG
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CHANGE OF
ADDRESS

Moving? Going to be away
from home and leaving a for-
warding address with the Post
Office? Please send us a
Change of Address when you
are informing others. By using
a moment of your time and a
few cents to drop us a card,
you save the club some money
and you get your newsletter
delivered promptly to your
new address. If you don't
inform us, the Post Office puts
your newsletter in the trash
(they don’t forward third class
mail) and charges the club for
informing us of your new
address. Change of Address
should be sent to the club’s
mailing address: mini’app’les,
Attn: Membership Director,
Box 796, Hopkins, MN 55343.

Volunteer Opportunities

Computer Testing
Come join mini'app’les mem-  Help Test Apple II equipment
bers for some excellent volunteer DragNet
opportunities. This is your chance 840 12th Ave NE, Minneapolis
to show us your computer knowl-  Sat. Aug 9 & 23, 9:30 AM
edge and to help others along the Contact: Tom Gates,789-6981

way.
= Cactus Software &
= Communications, Inc.
“Sharp and to the point”
Documentation Services for:
Computer Software Technical Manuals
Mechanical Systems Training Courses
612 /757-6916 Fax 757-4515

mini’app’les Newsletter
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Mem be rs Need Help? Have a question the manual

doesn't answer? Members Helping
Members is a group of volunteers who

®
H e I I n have generously agreed to help. They are
Just a phone call (or e-mail) away.
Please call only during appropriate

Members |sirzisows.
software in question.

Macintosh Key If you would like to be a "Members Helping Members" volunteer, please e-mail
John Hunkins Sr. with your name & phone number on our BBS, or leave a voice-

Claris Draw 3 .mail message at 229-6952, or use the MultiForm mailer near the back of this
Claris Resolve 2 Issue.
Claris Works 2,8,9,10
Cross-Platform File Trnsfr 6
FileMaker Pro 2
ﬁ::%vcrliat:sPro g Applell Key ApplellGS Key
Microsoft Excel 3,6,7 Appleworks 1,6,9 Hypercard GS 1
Microsoft Word 6 Applewriter 6 Smartmoney GS 1
MYOB 7 Publish It! 1
Photoshop 4 To. Superfonts 1
Quicken 3 To. Superform 1
System 7 9
Word Perfect 5
New Users 11
1. Les Anderson 735-3953 DEW
2. Brian Bantz 956-9814 DEW
3. Mike Carlson 377-6553 D  D-days(generally 9 am. to 5 pm)
X 4. Eric Jacobson 645-6264 D  Eeverings (generaly 5 pm 1o 9 pm)
3 5. Nick Ludwig 593-7410 DEW -weekends (generally | p.m. to 9 pm)
S 6. Tom Ostertag 488-9979 EW {n any case, call at reasonable hours and ask
= ; if this is a convenient time for them. By the
g 7. Ardie Predweshny 823-5111 DEW way, these volunteers can also be reached
§\ g gr\:rlzr; '?‘g(a);(:, o ‘;iz-iggg EV\IY) on our BBS! We appreciate your cooperation.
10. Pam Lienke 457-6026 EW
11. Tom Lufkin 698-6523

Newsletter Ad Rates
1/12 page....... 2.25" Width x 2.5" Height . ... ... $10 Outside back cover 7-1/2" Width x 7-1/2" Height . . . $100
1/6page ......... 2.5" Width x 5" Height ........ $20 Inside back cover. 7-1/2" Width x 10" Height ..... $120

1/3 page ... 2.5" Width x 10" Height Vert or 5.5 H . . $40 Frequency discounts 6 months at 5%, 1 year at 15%,

1/2 page ..... 7.5" Width x §" Height (save 5%) . ... $60 Mail inquiries to: PO Box 796, Hopkins, MN, 55343
2/3page..... 5" Width x 10" Height (save 7%) .... $80 Phone inquiries to: John Hunkins, Sr. 457-8949

Full page ..7-1/2" Width x 10" Height (save 15%) . $120
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From the ChronosNet Web
page -

Consultant is the most
powerful and intuitive Personal
Information Manager (PIM) available
for the Macintosh. It features multi-
ple calendar views, contact manage-
ment, Gantt Charts, caller ID, intelli-
gent telephone dialing, English
translation, text-to-speech, and an
interface that will blow you away.

Product Features

Consultant provides you with a
very rich feature set to assist you in
your information management
needs. Many of these features will be
readily apparent as you begin to
work with the program. Others will
remain beneath the program'’s sur-
face and will only manifest them-
selves when a particular situation
warrants it. The concealment of cer-
tain features gives Consultant its
clutter-free interface which makes
the program easy and enjoyable. It
also creates an atmosphere in which
you won't be bothered by unneces-
sary details.

This section lists Consultant’s
various features. Features are divided
into Activity Scheduling, Contact
Management, General, Interface,
Printing, Database, and Network
Version categories.

Activity Scheduling

- Smart translation of English phras-
es

- View activities from Day, Week,
Month, Year, Gantt, List, Phone
List and Contact Card Views

- Use the mouse to schedule and
resize any activity — even recurring
and multiday activities

- Timed, Untimed, To-Do, Goal,
Event, and Banner type activities
are supported

- Any number of simultaneous activi-
ties allowed

- Conflict checking

minl’app’les Newsletter

Consuitant

- Link activities to other activities
and contacts

- View Goal statistics

- Build projects with the Gantt View

- Prioritize activities

- Audible and visual alarms

Contact Management

- Store 29 fields of information for
each contact

- Four customizable phone fields per
contact

- Four customizable fields per contact

- Automatically dial phone numbers
via modem

- Automatically dial special
prefixes/suffixes given an area,
exchange or country code

- Simplified dialing with long dis-
tance services and calling cards

- Link contacts to other contacts or
activities

- Smart Auto-type automatically fills
in fields as you type

- Sort on up to four fields at once in
ascending and/or descending order

- Use any field to define complex
Boolean search criteria

- Group activities and contacts in
user-defined categories

- Add up to sixteen pages of notes to
any activity or contact

- Attach documents created by other
applications to any activity or con-
tact

- Use built-in chronograph for cus-
tomer billing

- Drag and drop activities and con-
tacts between views

Interface

- Customizable Smart View Pad pro-
vides quick access to program func-
tions

- Smart Translator interprets any
English phrase and schedules activ-
ities for you

- Launch other applications from the
Smart View Pad

- Use the integrated Phone Message
Pad to take phone messages

- Open Multiple views simultaneous-
ly

- Resize any view

Printing

- Print any calendar view in popular
appointment book and desktop
formats and sizes

- Print envelopes and labels

Database

- Save up to 2 billion activities and
contacts per database

- Database size is not limited by
memory

- Quick database access and retrieval

- Special battery-saving mode for
Power Books

Network Version (Soon to be released)

- Schedule group activities and meet-
ings

- Send attendee invitations and con-
firmations

- Compare attendee times to help
schedule meetings

- Schedule group resources (rooms,
equipment)

- Maintain company-wide contact
lists and calendars

Consultant Manual

- A PDF format manual of all of
Consultants features.

Mac Main SIG

The August Main Mac SIG meet-
ing will be held at the Washburn
Library on Thursday thel4th at 7
pm.
Our speaker will be Sandy
Foderick who is the User Group
Connection Person from AOL. She is
one of those behind the scenes peo-
ple who form the infrastructure of
AOL.

She will discuss ideas about User
Group Newcomers. She will not be
promoting membership in AOL at
our meeting on the direction of her
supervisor.

5
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by Bert Persson

and bring a dessert to share.

Picnic in August

The annual mini’app’les picnic will be held, as
usual, on the fourth Thursday (8/28) of August. We
strongly encourage all members, new and old, to

In keeping with our tradition, the dessert should
contain chocolate. Qualifying products are chocolate
cake, French silk pie, fudge, etc.; use your imagination.
Of course, a Key lime pie on a warm summer night is

attend this event where we get together and enjoy
good food and great company. Bring your own food

not bad either.

Mark your calendar, August 28, 6:30 p.m.,
Minnehaha Park, by the picnic pavilion.

August Telecommunications Meeting

by Bert Persson

At the August 7
Telecommunications
Special Interest Group

‘ | (SIG) meeting we will
hone our skills as modem installers
so we can assist those who have not
yet unpacked their modem and/or

connected their modem to our BBS
or to other on-line systems. This will
be an open forum and everyone is
encouraged to come and get con-
nected. After this meeting we hope
to have a number of people available
to go out and help our members in
their homes.

Pam Works with ClarisWorks

submitted by Pam Lienke
When I'm writing,
regardless of the occa-
sion, I can't always
think of the precise
word to fit the situation. Enter the
thesaurus, a dictionary of synonyms.
Once I have decided on my basic
message, and I'm ready for a rewrite,
I like to refer to the built-in the-
saurus in ClarisWorks. It's easy to use
and usually contains some excellent
choices. One caveat—don't use a

or press Command-Shift-Z. You are
presented with the dialog box shown
in the screen shot. If you do not
have a word selected, you are pre-
sented with a blank Thesaurus dialog
box. Simply type in the word you
wish to look up. If your selected
word cannot be found, perhaps
because it is not in present tense,
ClarisWorks presents a list of other
words to choose from. If you don’t
find exactly the word you need, it is
possible to

Let’s get together at the Modem
Installers Workshop, Thursday,
August 7, 7 p.m., at the Epiphany
Lutheran Church, 1414 East 48th
Street South, Minneapolis.

lose track of the original word if you

keep going to different screens. To —
get back to your original word, click

on Last Word to see a list of the last

ten words you have looked up while
working on this word. Sometimes

your first choice turns out to be the

best after all.

word you don’t know; you may end look up ford Pinderd Theseurys &
up with a meaning you don’t intend. | another word || Te¥2re ¥ee ot found. Choose snoter wordlofook up. —
A thesaurus is useful but can be mis- in the list by shortly shoulder - show gratitude |
used. Selecting that share shout show off
N shot shove show up
To activate the thesaurus, select word and shotgun SFEety showetoppsr
the word you want to change. Next, pressing shot glass shovel shower
either select Writing Tools from the Lookup. It's Find: [shown = = | [ Lookup J|(Tost word [ cancel | [Replace ]
Edit menu and choose Thesaurus..., possible to
# Word Finder® Thesaurus
LAST WORDS ...
word:
naw - oath, vovy, assurance, declaration, pledge, promise; present
w  expression, phrase, idiom, locution, name, saying, term, wording; now
w  statement, utterance, discourse, expression, speaking, speech, M today
talk, verbalization; currently
o0 rumor, gossip, grapevine, hearsay, murmur, report, rumble, : .
scuttlebutt, story, talk; 3
Find: Eoracae s || Lookup J](1ast Word ) [ Cancel | (Replace | I-l

mini’app’les Newsletter
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ADD A LITTLE ZIP TO YOUR APPLE ][

by Harry Lienke

At the June Apple II Main
Meeting we explored adding a Zip
Drive to Apple II computers. The Zip
Drive is a small, high capacity,
removable media magnetic storage
device (try to say that three times
without stumbling!). It has become a
very popular device with Mac and
PC owners because it is relatively
inexpensive, yet stores up to 100
megabytes of data onto removable
disks.

The Zip disk housing is similar in
size to a 3.5 inch floppy disk but is
about three times as thick. Because
the Zip’s disk spins much more
rapidly than that of a 3.5 inch flop-
py, the Zip disk housing is consider-
ably more sturdy than that of the 3.5
inch floppy. The Zip Drive also pro-
tects the magnetic medium by stop-
ping the disk’s rotation during long
periods of inactivity.

The Zip Drive comes with an
external power supply (a brick), a
cable with DB-25 connectors on
both ends, a Tools Disk with pro-
grams for both Mac and IBM com-
patible computers, installation disks
for both Mac and IBM compatible
computers, Installation Guides for
both Mac and IBM compatible com-
puters, and a User’s Guide. Each of
the documents consists of one big
piece of paper (approximately 11” x
17”) with the basic information
needed to hook up and begin to use
the Zip Drive.

Other hardware and software is
needed to use a Zip Drive with an
Apple II. Because an Apple //e or GS
computer does not have a SCSI con-
troller built in, a SCSI controller card
must be added. Apple produced Rev
C and High Speed SCSI controller
cards; these cards may be available at
swap meets and garage sales and
from used equipment dealers like
Shreve Systems or Sun Remarketing.
The RAMFast SCSI controller card is
being manufactured by Sequential
Systems and is available from the
manufacturer and from Alltech
Electronics. The Apple cards can

mini’app’les Newsletter

probably be found at a lower price;
the RAMFast transfers data much
more quickly and has a number of
features not found on the Apple
cards.

A cable is used to connect the
controller to the SCSI chain. If the
Zip Drive is the first device on the
chain, the cable that comes with the
drive may be used to attach the drive
to the controller; the remainder of
the chain is then attached to the Zip
Drive. If the Zip Drive is attached
later in the SCSI chain, a cable with a
DB-25 connector on one end and a
Centronics 50 pin connector on the
other must be purchased.

The software needed to drive a
Zip Drive is available as part of the
standard Apple II operating system.
For an enhanced Apple //e, ProDOS
8 is used to access the ZIP Drive. For
a GS, GS/OS has the drivers and utili-
ties to transfer data to and from the
Zip disks and to format disks when
needed. The RAMFast card comes
with its own driver and utilities to
handle SCSI devices.

When a Zip Drive is attached to a
SCSI chain, its SCSI address must be
set to a unique value so that the con-
troller card can distinguish between
the various devices. Most SCSI equip-
ment has the capability to be set to
any value from 0 to 6; the Zip Drive
can only be set to 5 or 6 so it is par-
ticularly important to make sure
there are no address conflicts.

If a SCSI cable is needed, make
sure it is a good one. In general,
good SCSI cables are thick and short
and are not the least expensive
cables available at places like Best
Buy. You can avoid some of the
“black magic” of SCSI equipment by
making sure you have good cables.

Every SCSI chain should be termi-
nated at the end of the chain and
only at the end of the chain. If the
Zip Drive is not at the end of the
chain, its internal termination is
turned off with the switch on the
back of the drive. If the Zip Drive is
the last device on the chain (this
makes it much easier to disconnect

7
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Imaging S
by Denis Diekhoff

The Digital Imaging Special
Interest Group (SIG) will be
held at 6:30 p.m.on
Wednesday, August 20. This
month we will be visiting Ed
Meligren at Saint Paul Stamp
Works, 87 Empire Drive
(Rice/Pennsylvania, 7 blocks
north of the Capitol).

and take with you to mini’app’les
meetings), use the switch to enable
the internal terminators so you don't
need an external terminator.

The Zip Disks come formatted for
IBM compatible or Mac computers.
If you use ProDOS to store data on
them, they must be reformatted. If
you are running on an Apple //e
using an Apple controller card, you
must get a friend to format the disks
if you want to store more than 32
megabytes of data (and you do, since
the disks hold three times that much
data). With a GS, you use the
Advanced Disk Utility to do the for-
matting. If you have a RAMFast, you
can use its built-in formatting utility.

The Mac formatted (HFS) disks
can be used on a GS if the HFS file
system translator (FST) is present in
the computer’s System folder. You
need to tell the operating system to
ignore the driver (non-data) parti-
tions on the disk, but, otherwise, can
store data on the Mac disks.

If you have IBM formatted disks
that you wish to reformat as Mac
disks, you should format them using
the MacOS so you make sure that a
MacOS machine can read them. At
this point in time, there is no way to
use an Apple II to recover data from
an HFS disk; if the disk can be read
on a MacOS machine, you may be
able to use MacOS-based utilities to
repair a bad disk.

I have formatted Zip Disks on a
Mac using the third party FWB Hard

August, 1997



Disk Toolkit. Disks formatted with
this software have no partition on
them that is unrecognizable to the
AppleIL.

Why would you want a Zip Drive
on an Apple II? The Zip can be used
as your primary data storage device if
you don’t already have a hard drive.
You boot from a Zip Drive as easily
as from a hard drive; attached to an
Apple II, the Zip Drive transfers data
nearly as rapidly as a hard drive. If
you do have a hard drive, the Zip
serves as a secondary drive. The Zip
also provides an excellent back-up
capability. Back up your every day
files on Zip disks so that if some-
thing happens to your primary data,
you can recover it from the Zip.
Those large font and graphic files
that you only need once in a while
can be kept on Zip disks so they
don’t require hard drive space that
you need for other, more valuable
files. Older data files that you aren’t

using currently but are afraid to
throw away can be stored on Zip
disks.

One Zip disk holds as much data
as 66 3.5 inch floppies! Think of all
the disk shuffling that you avoid by
using a Zip Drive.

My experience with a Zip Drive
has been very positive. I have had no
problems with the Zip hardware or
the Zip disks. The RAMFast con-
troller seems to be completely com-
patible with the Zip. I have had two
minor problems with the Zip when
using an Apple High Speed SCSI
card. I either have to unplug the
Zip's power supply when it doesn’t
have a disk in it or leave a disk in it
constantly; the operating system
polls the empty drive incessantly
when there is no disk in it. A few
programs sometimes hang up when
the Zip has gone into its power
down mode; the programs seem to
require data immediately and some-

Macintosh™ Consulting
Individual & Group Training
Computer Problem Assistance

Mike Carlson

(612) 377-6553
Pager: 580-9281 « FAX: ESP-UTAK
Intemnet: mhccompi @maroon.tc.umn.edu

Claris®
Solutions Alliance
Member

times won't wait for the Zip to come
back up to speed.

Zip Drives are available from
many local stores and from mail
order companies. The drive costs
about $150. The disks cost from $12
to $18 depending on the quantity
you purchase. The RAMFast SCSI
card is available for $110 (256kb
cache) or $130 (1Mb cache).

Try it; you'll like it!

What was happening in the mini’app’les newsletter

compiled by Ken Slingsby

This series is presented to provide
a link to our past. The snapshots of
articles and advertisements appear-
ing in the mini’app’les newsletters of
yesterday are meant to entertain and
enlighten rather than to poke fun at
our past. Enjoy.

5 Years ago...

August 1992. As promised in the
July issue, there is a review of local
computer training facilities. The
Group was preparing for the
Software Expo at the Science
Museum of MN. There was informa-
tion about the new FileMaker Pro
2.0. Another article explains how to
adjust your ImageWriter II printer. A

short article tells how to get more
than 35 tracks on a PRODOS floppy.
There were 16 pages in the issue.

10 Years ago...

August 1987. Included in this
issue is a review of Fleet System 3, an
integrated word processor, spell
checker, and thesaurus program for
the Apple I Dick Marchiafava pre-
sented another installment of the
AppleWorks Advisor. Six MacDOMs
were issued. There was a very com-
plete report of the July Mac SIG
meeting. There were 16 pages.

15 Years ago...

August 1982, Several SIG
announcements started off this

month'’s issue. A report by the orga-
nization’s president stated that
membership had increased by more
than 300 in the last five months.
There were, at the time, over 1,000
members. The organization was
preparing for Applefest 82 to be held
in September in Minneapolis. Over
15,000 Apple users were expected.
DOM 14 was released this month.
There was another status report of
the DTACK Grounded, a 68000
processor board for the Apple II. An
article by Roger Flint described how
to build a Power Control Center
complete with lighted switches.
There were 24 pages in the issue.

Communications Decency Act Ruled Unconstitutional

by Adam C. Engst <ace@tidbits.com>

And there was joy in Mudbville, for the
mighty CDA had struck out.

On 26-Jun-97, the United States
Supreme Court, in a unanimous
decision (two justices dissented in

part), ruled that the
Communications Decency Act, bet-
ter known as the CDA, violated the
First Amendment of the United
States Constitution. In the words of
the official decision, “The CDA’s
‘indecent transmission’ and ‘patently
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offensive display’ provisions abridge
‘the freedom of speech’ protected by
the First Amendment.” With that,
parents, teachers, and librarians
must decide for themselves, without
the heavy hand of government but
with the aid of filtering and blocking
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software, what is not acceptable for
their wards to view online.

What They Sald

I'm no legal scholar, but from
reading the full text of the decision
(posted eight minutes after release by
online advocates using a PowerBook
and a Ricochet wireless modem), it
seems that the Supreme Court had a
number of problems with the CDA.
<http://www.ciec.org/SC_appeal/deci-
sion.shtml>

¢ The court found the CDA overly
vague, and felt that vagueness
would have an “obvious chilling
effect on free speech.” In essence, if
the government makes something
illegal, citizens should be able to
discern what actions have become
illegal.

¢ The court felt that the CDA failed
to define the terms “indecency”
and “patently offensive” adequate-
ly. Without a strong legal defini-
tion, it's difficult not just for nor-
mal people, but also for lawyers to
determine whether some speech
qualifies as indecent, patently
offensive, or neither. Personally, I
have trouble with situations like
this, because it seems to me that
“decency” is a concept that differs
radically between people, cultures,
and eras.

¢ The court criticized the CDA for
failing to account for the possibili-
ty that “offensive” material could
have any socially redeeming value.
The world is not all sweetness and
light, and sometimes exposure to
offensive matetial is worthwhile.

¢ Finally, the court felt that the over-
all vagueness of the CDA was exac-
erbated by the attachment of crim-
inal penalties to a content-based
ban on speech.

What Now?

Proponents of the CDA have
vowed to continue fighting for a pro-
vision for controlling, well, the kind
of speech they don’t like (it seems
the most accurate description). Some
groups plan to lobby the U.S.
Congress for a new statute, and CDA
co-author Senator Dan Coats may
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introduce a new, more-focused bill.
That possibility was given some
encouragement by the concurring
opinion written by Justice Sandra
Day O'Connor (and joined by Chief
Justice William Rehnquist). In that
opinion, Justice O’Connor postulates
that the creation of “adult zones” on
the Internet would be constitutional.
However, she also noted that “user
based zoning is in its infancy,” and
“we must evaluate the constitution-
ality of the CDA as it applies to the
Internet as it exists today.”
<http://www.clec.org/SC_appeal/con-
currence.shtml>

Other possible legislation would
require Internet service providers to
offer filtering or blocking software.
President Bill Clinton said the
administration would study the
Supreme Court decision, and noted,
“If we are to make the Internet a
powerful resource for learning, we
must give parents and teachers the
tools they need to make the Internet
safe for children.” Proponents of the
CDA urged the administration to
appeal the ruling.

It is worth noting that existing
laws about the distribution of child
pornography and “obscene” (a more
rigidly defined term than “inde-
cent”) materials have applied in the
past, and continue to apply to the
Internet.

Some Thoughts

I've been confused by the admin-
istration’s defense of the CDA, not
because I find any of the administra-
tion's arguments in the least bit
compelling, but because it seemed so
ludicrous that such a law could
passed to begin with (okay, so it was
part of the overall
Telecommunications Reform Act of
1996), and all the more so that the
administration pursued it after the
initial defeat in a lower court (see
TidBITS-315_ and TidBITS-333_).
Perhaps I'm biased toward the con-
cept of individual responsibility, but
the rhetoric surrounding this debate
astonishes me.

For instance, President Clinton
said, “With the right technology and

rating systems, we can help ensure
that our children don’t end up in the
red light district of cyberspace.”
Sorry, but you don’t “end up” look-
ing at dirty pictures on the Internet -
if you are looking at them, you
intentionally followed a link to view
them. The same goes for Usenet
newsgroups, IRC channels, and most
anything else. More to the point, the
reference to the red light district is
misleading, because it implies physi-
cal danger. That might be true in a
real red light district, but anyone
who accidentally wanders into a sex-
ually explicit Web site, newsgroup,
or chat room can leave instantly,
without possibility of harm.

Additional Legal Resources

My opinions above are just that,
personal opinions, and hold no
more weight in court than would a
box of ping pong balls. For real legal
opinions, I refer you to the archives
of the Cyberspace Law mailing list,
where the topics of free speech and
CDA have been discussed at length.
<http.//www.ssm.com/cyberlaw/>

For those seriously interested in
legal discussion, complete with copi-
ous footnotes (which, I understand,
are a necessary part of the legal liter-
ary genre), I recommend a book
called Law and the Information
Superhighway. Written by Professor
Henry H. Perritt, Jr. of the Villanova
University School of Law, and pub-
lished by Wiley Law Publications,
the book is an exhaustive reference
and textbook. It's not cheap at $150,
nor is it a light read, but when a legal
issue surrounding the Intemet comes
up, I turn to it for some basics.
Check the page below for a review of
the book.

<http://jilt.law.strath.ac.uk/elj/jilt/Book
Rev/3waelde/default.htm>
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Hyper Quarterly

submitted by Harry Lienke

Apple Blossom Publishing in
cooperation with Hangtime of Script
Central and Gareth Jones of Apples
B.C. News presents HYPER QUAR-
TERLY.

After 9 months of planning and
scripting, the first issue of Hyper
Quarterly, a new disk-based maga-
zine, was mailed out to subscribers
on Monday, June 2, 1997.

Each issue (two disks) contains
innovative new stacks and scripts,
XCMDs and XFCNs, icons, art, news,
and tutorials.

HyperCard IIGS, which is part of
the Apple IIGS System Software, is an
invaluable resource for Apple IIGS
owners, but many folks don’t know
how useful and fun it can be. Sign
up for Hyper Quarterly and you'll
find out.

In addition to the talents of
Hangtime and Gareth Jones, we will
be joined by Josh Calvin, Brian
Gillespie, and Ryan Suenaga in pre-
senting stacks and info for your use
and pleasure. Other IIGS HyperCard
users are welcome to submit stacks
for publication (yes, we’ll pay!).

Our premier issue contains 11
stacks including the Front End
designed by HangTime.

A.La.Carte by Hangtime

An innovative stack for rapidly
creating custom menus for stacks.
Type in the menu names, assign
command key equivalents and menu
item actions, and install.

TZ.Rolodex by Hangtime

HyperCard ships with an address
book but Hangtime's effort, aside
from having the polished look he is
famous for, lets you keep notes, view
the correct time for the individual
you're currently looking at, and lets
you sort the stack by name.

PostScripter by Gareth Jones

Want fantastic looking graphics
for your desktop publishing efforts
but are stymied by a lack of good
conversion tools for 320 color

images? No longer! Just print a 320
image to disk as a postscript file with
the LaserWriter driver, use this stack
to re-size and re-position the image
anywhere on the page, then down-
load to your PostScript laser printer
with your favorite app (dlps,
LaserBeam, SendPS, ProTERM).

HC.Word by Steve Cavanaugh &
Gareth Jones

Need to dash off a quick note
while working in HyperCard? This
text editor stack lets you do that but
can also read and write text files,
encode with HTML, let you perform
fast finds for words in any docu-
ments you have in the stack, and can
GSify text by automatically adding
in the ligatures, em dashes, and
other “high ASCII” characters.

Other stacks are:

Good Eats! - Dozens of recipes
for you to sample, and plenty of
room for your own culinary cre-
ations.

Quarknet - Offline message
processor for Delphi — tons of great
features that will make browsing
Delphi forums easier and more pro-
ductive.

ScriptMenu - put a Scripts menu
in every stack as you work on it —
lists every object in your stack and
lets you instantly open scripts associ-
ated with those objects.

TableMaker - Need to create a
quick HTML table for your Web
page? With this stack, no knowledge
of HTML is needed, just fire up this
stack and create away.

BookMark Manager - Is your
Lynx Bookmark file getting unruly?
Wish for a better editing option than

vi or emacs? Here it is!

HTML.to.WP - Need to down-
load and print some web pages —
with formatting? This stack converts
HTML to WordPerfect format so you
can do it.

Stacks are created with
HyperCard IIGS, and are delivered
on two disks via first class mail. To
effectively use Hyper Quarterly you'll
need a IIGS with 2 MB of RAM, a
hard drive, and, of course,
HyperCard IIGS.

If you don't already have
HyperCard IIGS, you can, of course,
download it from Apple’s ftp site [or
the mini’app’les BBS]. If you don't
have the ability or time to do that,
you can for $12.00 purchase the
disks from us with your subscription
($15.00 outside the US/Canada).
HyperCard IIGS version 1.1 comes
on 6 disks.

Subscriptions to Hyper Quarterly
cost $35.00 for a one year subscrip-
tion in the United States or Canada,
$40.00 in other countries. Single
issues are available for $11.95 in the
US/Canada, $15.00 outside those
countries.

Send subscriptions (with checks
or money orders made out to “Apple
Blossom Publishing”) to:

Steve Cavanaugh, Apple Blossom
Publishing, P.O. Box 120434,
Boston, MA 02112-0434

Sorry, neither credit cards nor
purchase orders can be accepted.
Please send any questions you might
have to one of the email addresses
below. -
http://members.aol.com/newblossom/
email: stevec1021@aol.com
ABPub@ziplink.net
AppleBlossom®@delphi.com

A2GS Printer Drivers

submitted by Harry Lienke

Effective immediately, Harmonie
has become a Shareware Solutions II
product that can be purchased for
$20; that price includes postage to
anywhere in the world.

At the moment, Shareware
Solutions II will be selling Harmonie

v2.11. It includes the ImageWriter II
drivers that had originally been part
of Harmonie but that had then been
sold as a separate product (Perfect
Image).

Joe Kohn, Shareware Solutions II,
166 Alpine St, San Rafael, CA 94901
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Jigsaw Puzzle Collections

From: Guy Kawasaki
<gkawasaki@macway.com>
This announcement is from:
<mailto:DDeparoles@aol.com>

Jigsaw Puzzles Collections, the
newest of the Jigsaw Puzzles series is
the most promising version of Jigsaw
Puzzles yet. No more waste-o-space
Jigsaw Puzzle, just fun, new, and
entertaining puzzles for everyone!
What you get to start is 10 puzzles.
When you pay the shareware fee,
you get an additional 9 puzzles. It
accompanies the download in a pass-
word protected .sit archive file.

You won't be disappointed. It has
puzzles made with Adobe Photoshop
and is of very high quality. Jigsaw
Puzzles was on some magazines free
CD and had a feature article on the
Online MacinStuff Times. If Jigsaw
Puzzles is this popular, it has to be
good! If you have never downloaded
any of the Jigsaw Puzzles series
before, this is the one to get. For 19
puzzles, this download is short. Not
only do you get the high quality
puzzles, but with this deal you get a
great value, too.

If you were to pay for each of the

Beware Macro Viruses

by Adam C. Engst <ace@tidbits.com>

Last week in TidBITS-382_, I
wrote a short piece warning people
not to become complacent about
viruses on the Macintosh. I received
a number of notes, including one
thanking me for the article (the read-
er ran Disinfectant, which promptly
found virus infestations on his hard
disk). Most, however, talked about
what has become a more serious
issue since I was last seriously
involved in the anti-virus world -
macro viruses, and especially those
lurking in Microsoft Word 6.0 docu-
ments. Although we covered this
topic in TidBITS-312_ and TidBITS-
314_, the subject needs more atten-
tion.

Viruses and Macro Viruses

On the Macintosh, viruses are
usually small bits of code embedded
in other files that can replicate them-
selves between files and between
machines, Viruses may or may not
cause damage; some are deliberately
destructive, but some are just annoy-
ing. When I wrote about viruses last
week, I was thinking about the tradi-
tional sort, which infect Macintosh
files, mostly applications and the
System file. The free program
Disinfectant finds these viruses by
scanning files for the specific code
resources used by the viruses. Most

mini’app’les Newsletter

Macintosh viruses are in fact named
for their code resource signatures,
such as nVIR and MBDF.
<ftp://ftp.acns.nwu.edu/pub/disinfec-
tant/disinfectant36.sea.hqx>

Macro viruses aren’t larger ver-
sions of viruses. They share the basic
virus definition - small bits of code
with replication capabilities that are
embedded in other files - but instead
of being Macintosh code resources,
they’re written in application macro
languages, such as HyperTalk, Word
Basic, or - conceivably - even
AppleScript or Frontier’s UserTalk.
Unfortunately, since high-level
application macro languages are gen-
erally easier than C, assembly, or
other low-level programming lan-
guages, neophyte scum find it easier
to write (or shamelessly copy and
modify) macro viruses than more
traditional viruses. Since Disinfectant
only scans code resources, it doesn’t
identify macro viruses, and cannot
protect you from them.

Disinfectant also doesn’t attempt
to detect another class of malicious
programs, called Trojan Horses.
These programs often pose as a utili-
ty, game, or other useful program,
but perform anything from a prank
to severe disk damage when they
run. Trojan Horses are rare on the
Macintosh, and commercial anti-
virus utilities should detect known

11

collections separately, it would cost
over $40.00. With Jigsaw Puzzles
Collections you get only the best
from each of those collections, and
for a low price of $15.00! All of my
shareware titles are Mac only, is
there anything better?

Download it at::
<http://users.aol.com/ddeparoles>

The web page was just
redesigned! Come and see.

Email me at:
<maiito:DDeparoles@aol.com>

examples.

The first macro viruses I know of
were written in HyperTalk. They
infected HyperCard stacks, and some
still exist today, although few are
destructive. HyperCard is alive and
well, but it doesn’t have the wide
distribution and use it did when
Apple bundled it for free with every
Mac. As a result, HyperCard viruses
aren’t as much of a problem as they
might be. For more information
about HyperCard viruses and tools
for eliminating them, check out
HyperActive Software’s HyperCard
Viruses page.
<http://www.hyperactivesw.comyVirus1.
htmi>

Word Macro Viruses

Of far more concern today are
Word (and to a lesser extent, Excel)
macro viruses. These viruses, written
in Microsoft’s Word Basic macro lan-
guage (available only in Microsoft
Word 6.0 and later), are embedded
in Word documents. When an
infected document is open, the
macro viruses can copy themselves
into your global template file, and
from there into other Word docu-
ments.

To judge from the listings main-
tained by the Virus Test Center at
the University of Hamburg, many
Word macro viruses (over 1,100)
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exist, and new ones appear constant-
ly. The problem is simple - since the
Microsoft Office applications, includ-
ing Word and Excel, are cross-plat-
form, macro viruses written by PC
users in Word Basic are often viru-
lent even on the Macintosh as long
as you run Word 6.0 or later. Of
course, those macro viruses that try
to do things like issue FORMAT C:
commands can’t hurt a Mac, but
they can replicate themselves. Mike
Groh, Software Development
Manager at Virex manufacturer
Datawatch, noted, “Macro viruses
are quickly becoming a larger prob-
lem than Mac system viruses ever
were at their peak. Improved cross-
platform support for the Macintosh
has brought with it one of the
headaches of the PC world.”
<http://agn-www.informatik.
uni-hamburg.de/vtc/eng.htm>

<ftp://agn-www.informatik.
uni-hamburg.de/pub/texts/macro/>

A number of readers commented
that these macro viruses are com-
monplace in corporations because
people trade Word documents
around all the time, and corpora-
tions are more likely than individu-
als to have upgraded to, and stan-
dardized on, Word 6.0. Even worse,
it's easy for these infected files to
find their way into backup tapes and
onto CD-ROMs, which makes it easi-
er for them to spread and re-infect
cleaned systems.

Eliminating Macro Viruses

Since you can’t use Disinfectant
to find or remove Word macro virus-
es or any other sort of macro virus,

you must rely on other tools. The
two commercial anti-virus applica-
tions I mentioned last week, Virex
and SAM, can both identify and
eliminate many of these macro
viruses, although reports from read-
ers indicate that the viruses change
frequently enough that even keeping
up with Datawatch’s and Symantec’s
updated virus listings isn’t always
enough. With over 200 new macro
viruses appearing each month, that’s
not surprising, although Datawatch
reportedly tries to do next-business-
day turnaround when a customer
sends in a new virus.
<http://www.datawatch.com/
virex.shtml>

<http://www.symantec.com/sam/
index.html>

Microsoft also provides informa-
tion about macro viruses and tools
to help identify them. Notes from
readers haven'’t been particularly
positive about the performance and
usefulness of the main utility, called
MVTOOL, and the Microsoft Web
site comments: “MVTOOL is able to
scan for and disinfect files that con-
tain the Concept virus. However, it is
not able to detect or remove any of
the other known macro viruses and
is prone to crashing when processing
a large number of files.” MVTOOL
works by notifying you when docu-
ments that you open contain
macros, and lets you open the docu-
ments without the macros, which is
useful, but not nearly as hands-off as
anti-virus tools should be. Users sim-
ply can't be expected to know what

is and what is not a macro virus.
<http://www.microsoft.com/word/
freestuff/mvtool/virusinfo.htm>

More on Macro Viruses

by Adam C. Engst <ace@tidbits.com>

The point of many viruses, macro
or otherwise, is to annoy people,
waste time, and generally eat band-
width of various sorts. That’s ironic,
given the amount of space the topic
consumes whenever it appears in the
press (see TidBITS-383_). But, since
numerous readers made useful com-
ments and suggestions, we wanted
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to pass along the information to
help everyone understand more
about the macro virus problem. This
will be it for virus coverage in
TidBITS for a while, but you can find
a great deal more information about
viruses on the Macintosh (including
macro viruses) on David Harley's

Viruses and the Macintosh FAQ at:
<http://webworlds.co.uk/dharley/anti-

Since I mainly use Word 5.1
when I use Word at all, I've never
run into a Word macro virus and
can't offer advice from personal
experience. However, my feeling is
that if you use and rely heavily on
Word 6.0 or later, particularly if you
frequently trade files with other
users, it's worth getting and
installing not only Microsoft’s
MVTOOL, but another commercial
anti-virus tool such as Virex or SAM.
Of course, if you don’t need Word
6.0's features, Word 5.1 doesn'’t suf-
fer from macro viruses at all, and can
safely open infected Word 6 files.
Ideally, a future version of Microsoft
Office would have a feature that
would prevent macro viruses.

In the end, be careful out there. A
major reason that the Macintosh
world is plagued by relatively few
traditional viruses is that the anti-
virus tools are updated so quickly
and utilized by such a large number
of Macintosh users (and many of the
programmers worked together on
identifying and eliminating each
new virus) that the viruses never had
a chance to spread far. Vigilance is
the only defense. If you own a com-
mercial anti-virus program that fails
to catch a macro virus that infects
your documents, be sure to send the
infected document (clearly labeled,
of course) to the program’s manufac-
turer immediately, so they can add it
to their list of viruses to eradicate.
Only then can we hope to get the
upper hand in the fight against the
macro viruses.

virus/macvir.faqg>

If it hurts...

Of all the responses I received,
the simplest (and often presented
with tongue firmly planted in cheek)
solution offered to the Word macro
virus problem was simply to avoid
using Microsoft Word 6 or other pro-
grams that suffer from macro viruses.
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That of course won’t work universal-
ly, because people don’t always have
much choice about the programs
they use.

Auto-running Macros

Others suggested turning off
auto-running macros in Word 6,
which prevents some macro viruses
from replicating or performing other
anti-social acts. Unfortunately, many
macro viruses use alternate methods
of activation, including deceptive
names, co-opted common command
key shortcuts, and captured menu
items. So, although turning off auto-
running macros in Word 6 might
help slightly, it’s not a reliable solu-
tion.

Locked Normal Template

One intriguing solution for pre-
venting the spread of Word macro
viruses, from Tyler Stewart <stew-
art@utkux.utk.edu>, was to lock the
Normal template file, which lives in
the Templates folder in the Word
folder. Select it in the Finder and
choose Get Info from the File menu,
then click the Locked checkbox.
Locking the Normal template pre-
vents any macro virus from infecting
it, but macro viruses could also
transfer themselves to other open
documents or run without replicat-
ing. More problematic is the fact that
Word 6 seems to cache the Normal
template in RAM, so the RAM copy
can be infected (and thus pass on the
infection during that session) even
with the Normal template locked. In
other words, this solution won’t
always work and might prove irritat-
ing if you need to change the
Normal template.

Flle Conversions

A number of readers suggested
variants on file conversion tech-
niques. Microsoft Word 5 can’t run
macros of any sort, so it’s safe from
Word 6 macro viruses. Some people
thought that macros could be carried
in a file that Word 5 had converted,
opened, saved, and which was then
re-opened in Word 6. Datawatch’s
Mike Groh reported that they've had
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no reports of macros surviving the
conversion process, either via Word
S or via translators such as DataViz’s
MacLinkPlus. In both our and
Datawatch’s testing, conversions

stripped the macros.
<http://www.dataviz.com/Products/MLP
/MLP_Home.htm!>

Eliminating Macros Entirely

Some folks suggested techniques
that might work for eliminating all
macros in Word documents. But,
macros are not inherently evil, and
anything that blindly removes all
macros could easily destroy useful or
even necessary macros. Tools like
Microsoft’s MVTOOL aren’t so
destructive, since they offer the
choice of opening documents with-
out mactos on a per-file basis.
However, don't trust MVT<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>